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Who is Unipol?  
 

• Unipol is a charity and houses over 
2,700 students directly. 

• Work with NSCD to support new and 
current students 

• Work with the other universities, 
colleges and their students’ unions 
across Leeds to support students 

• Accredits over 340 landlords, managing 
agents and larger providers across the 
city 

• Offers a contract checking service 

• Advertises over 17,000 bed spaces 
across the city 

• Administers the Leeds Rental Standard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Unipol Code offers 

protection 

• The Code delivers safe and secure 
properties 

 

• The School recommends you rent only Code 
houses 

 

• 80% of all properties on the Unipol website 
adhere to the Unipol Code 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the Code the owner is committed 

to: 

 

• a clear and understandable contract 

 

• a set timetable for dealing with repairs 

 

• Solving any issues professionally 

 

• dealing with complaints and resolving disputes 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• There is a National Code to cover 

larger developments.  Many of the 

larger developments advertising on 

the website have signed up to this 

code.   

 

• Details of this Code are available on 

the website. 



• All Unipol owned or managed houses 
are covered by the Code and have a 
green band 

 

 

• Code properties are identified on the 
website by  a blue band  

 

 

 

 

• Non – Code properties are in grey 

 

A Code Property 

A Unipol  Property 

A Non - Code Property 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Managing Agents – Some Tips 

• Check who the owner is as the agent may 
be offering a ‘let only’ 

 

• Try and talk to the current occupiers about 
their experiences with the agent/ owner 
(preferably without the agent’s rep present) 

 

 

• Check carefully about charges and sign-up 
fees 

 

 

• Read the contract carefully and make sure 
you understand what you are agreeing to 



Who is a Member? 
Find out who is a full 

member of the Unipol 

Code or on their way 

towards full 

accreditation.  

 

Students should be 

advised to visit the 

Unipol website to 

check an agent is 

listed before 

undertaking viewings 

and signings. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rate Your Landlord 

http://www.rateyourlandlord.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rate Your Landlord 



The Houses 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIPO L 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIPO L 

Properties from Code landlords in 

the area 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIPO L 

Properties from Code landlords in 

the area 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIPO L 

Properties from Code landlords in 

the area 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any outside space? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Less obvious things to look 

out for 

 

 

• Sockets in bedrooms – how many? 
 

• Size of fridge freezer – big enough for your 
group? 

 

• Storage – enough storage for you? 

  

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the Unipol Checklist 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Available on the Unipol 

website and in the 

House Hunting Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which area to choose? 

 

 

• Most students live in certain areas of 

Chapletown, Harehills, Woodhouse, or the 

City Centre within 5-15 minutes walk of 

good transport routes 

 

• Many of these areas are classed as inner 

city areas so properties tend to be close 

together 

 

• Crime is often higher in student areas not 

just in Leeds so just be aware 

 

 

 
 

 



Use our area guide on our website  

 



Money Matters 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 House Hunting - Money 

• Administration charges The NEW Tenant Fees Act 
comes in to operation today! 

 

• Deposits. Most landlords will collect a deposit at the 
time you sign your contract. The average deposit 
across all landlords is £280 per person 

 

• TV Licence. In most cases a TV licence is required.  
All BBC content whether watched live, by catch up 
or on demand will require a TV licence. 

 

 Guarantors. The website will display details if these 
are required. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Hunting - Money 

 

 

• The rent sometimes includes items such as 

water charges, Wi-Fi etc. 

 

• Increasingly all-inclusive rents are available 

so ask 

 

• “All inclusive” rent is convenient, but can 

cost more than setting up the bills yourself 

 

• Make sure it is outlined in your contract 

what bills you are responsible for 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Hunting - Money 

 

 

 

• The average rent on the website for a Unipol 

Code property is £86pppw, although areas 

such as Chapeltown and Harehills tend to 

be cheaper.  

• Bills are usually around £15pppw on the 
top of your rent 

 

• Adverts on the website will state if bills are 

included 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tenancy Deposit Scheme 
 

• Landlords are legally required to protect 

deposits. 

 

• Students on giving a deposit should ask 

their landlord which scheme he/she will 

be using and expect their certificate of 

deposit protection within 30 days. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Hunting - Contracts 

and Tenancies 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=WdLIhMutJqE


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Hunting - Contracts 

and Tenancies 

 

 

If Renting a whole house jointly: 

• Then tenancy is likely to be a joint one - signed 

by all the occupants and the owner 

• This means that all the occupants are jointly and 

severally liable for each other's rent and 

conduct 

 

If Renting as an individual: 

• Then the tenancy will just be for you 

• Make sure to check what your responsibility is 

for communal areas 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right to Rent 

 All landlords apart from Universities and a 

few other exceptions must carry out a check 

on ALL students.   

 

 Students will be asked to show their passport. 

http://www.unipol.org.uk/advice/students/kno

w-your-rights/right-to-rent-a-guide-for-

students 

 

 The landlord is required to make a copy and 

keep a record. 
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 Ready to Rent 

 This guide is to help renters understand their  
rights and responsibilities. It provides a 
checklist on each stage of the house hunting 
process, including: 

 

• what to look out for before renting 

• living in a rented home 

• what happens at the end of a tenancy 

• what to do if things go wrong 

 

The landlord must provide students with a copy 

when signing their contract 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Hunting - Contracts 

and Tenancies 

 

 

Rent Guarantee 

 

• As part of the agreement some owners may 

ask for your parents to guarantee your rent 

 

• Parents or guardians should never sign an 

open ended guarantee – limit the liability to 

the level of your student’s annual rent 

 

• Most landlords who ask for a guarantee ask 

for individual ones but please clarify before 

signing anything. 

 

 
 

 



Deposit information 

Leaflet detailing everything a student 

would need to know about deposits 

The House Hunting Guide 

everything a student would 

need to know about using 

Unipol and house hunting 

more generally 



Our website - homepage 

Begin your search by clicking on Search for Housing or the Start my search button 



Property Search 



Property Search 



Property Search 



Property Search 



Student to Student Noticeboard 

• Once logged in you can look at other students’ messages and post 

replies or new messages 

• If you are using the noticeboard for the first time don’t forget to 

register 

 


