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Accelerate: Skills Development Lab 

A talent development opportunity for early-career artists

Call out for applications to Accelerate, led by Yorkshire Dance in partnership with Northern School of Contemporary Dance, supported by Leeds Dance Partnership with funding from Arts Council England.

The Programme
[bookmark: _GoBack]Accelerate is a new artistic and professional nine-month development programme for early-career dance practitioners.
The programme is designed to support eight dance artists who have been practising professionally for up to three years, and who wish to develop their artistic and professional practice in the North of England. Accelerate aims to equip participants with the necessary skills to develop as independent artists. This is a paid opportunity and each artist will receive £100 per day for up to 20 days of development (a total stipend of £2000 to cover attendance of labs, a research residency week in the studio, mentoring and other development days) across the duration of the programme. 
The programme will be delivered in Leeds and includes: 
· A week-long residency for initial research into your project idea. 
Please note: you must be available either the week commencing 17th February 2020 or the 3rd, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th April 
· Stipend to enable up to two additional dancers to collaborate with you during your research week
· Access to mentoring from industry professionals
· Opportunity to work with independent producers
· 3x professional development labs* 
(Scheduled for 26th & 27th September 2019, 30th & 31st January 2020 and 4th & 5th June 2020). Please note you must be able to attend all three Lab events.
Workshops over the lab periods will include developing skills in:
· Fundraising
· Goal setting and visioning 
· How to increase engagement with your work
· How to develop a captivating biography 
· Marketing and communications 
· Building relationships with producers/venues/ other relevant contacts for your work
· Administration: tax, insurance, safeguarding, legal compliance etc. 

*Labs are an opportunity to learn from independent artists and producers, helping you to build a career in the arts.



Who can apply?
For this opportunity we are seeking applications from early-career artists across all dance forms. We want to hear from recent dance course graduates (vocational/university) or those who have completed equivalent training specific to their dance form in the last three years. 
Accelerate is open to people who wish to continue to build an artistic career in the North. Artists need to be over the age of 18. The programme will take on eight individuals, six currently living in Leeds and two living in the North of England (North East, North West and Yorkshire), who will be supported by a small travel grant. Applicants must also have a registered UK bank account. 
We particularly encourage applications from people who identify as women. We also welcome applications from people from a Black, Asian or a minority ethnic background, who are currently underrepresented in the dance sector.  

This opportunity is for dance artists who are not currently in education or undertaking further formal training. 

If you’re not sure whether you are eligible to apply please get in touch with us for some advice. You can email Assistant Creative Producer Megan Hamber at meganhamber@yorkshiredance.com or call on 0113 250 5701.

How to apply

Please download the application questions here 

To apply, complete our online application form here (link) or submit a video (no longer than 5 minutes) answering the application questions. Please send video applications via We Transfer to meganhamber@yorkshiredance.com

If you require this application in a specific format, or would like to submit an application in an alternative way (e.g. a written application), please email Assistant Creative Producer Megan Hamber at meganhamber@yorkshiredance.com or call on 0113 250 5706

Key dates 

Deadline for applications:  Tuesday 23rd July, 10am

Selection date: Monday 29th July

Programme start date: September 2019 (for a 9 month period)

Programme end date: June 2020




It is essential that you are available for the following key dates:
Labs: 26th & 27th September 2019, 30th & 31st January 2020, 4th & 5th June 2020

Residency Weeks: You will need to be available for either the week commencing 17th February 2020 or the 3rd, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th April.


Accelerate is led by Yorkshire Dance in partnership with Northern School of Contemporary Dance. The project is supported by Leeds Dance Partnership with funding from Arts Council England.

About Yorkshire Dance

At the heart of our work at Yorkshire Dance is a commitment to dance that is located in contemporary creative practice. We work with choreographers and dancers who see themselves as activists and who are interested in exploring dance as an agent for social change. 

We support collaborative, interdisciplinary practice, risk taking and innovation and processes that are underpinned by a drive for artistic research. We are committed to working with artists to both deepen their choreographic enquiry and to consider meaningful and stimulating ways in which a wider community of local people can engage with or help shape that enquiry.
We are interested in dance that is rooted in the experience of its makers and performers and reflects the dancing body in all its richness and diversity of culture, heritage, age or training.
We advocate for inclusive processes that facilitate people from a wide range of backgrounds to discover the power of dance in daily life.
About Northern School of Contemporary Dance
Northern School of Contemporary Dance (NSCD) is a leading centre for contemporary dance in the UK, and one of six world-leading schools forming the Conservatoire for Dance & Drama (CDD). We are currently the only institution to offer conservatoire-level professional dance training in the North of England.
 
Our mission is to provide an inspirational learning experience, enabling aspiring dance artists to shape the future of dance. We provide an inclusive learning environment and relish our diverse creative community, nurturing a spirit of generosity in which everyone is valued. We aim to provide a safe place for students and emerging artists to take creative risks, to dare to be excellent and to inspire others.


About Leeds Dance Partnership 

We are an unincorporated group led by a board with representatives from our partners; Leeds Beckett University, Leeds Playhouse, Northern Ballet, Northern School of Contemporary Dance, Phoenix Dance Theatre, Yorkshire Dance and a member of the independent dance community. 
We have a vision for Leeds to be an international centre of excellence for dance – a dancing city providing leadership in the North for the development of the art form locally, nationally and internationally. 
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